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NJHS Students Prepare for the
Craighead County Spelling Bee

by: Xadie Hogan

As with most things this year, the
spelling bee process at Nettleton Junior
High looks a little different than in
previous years.  Like in previous years,
our process started with classroom
bees in Ms. Otto, Mrs. Marsico, and
Mrs. Young’s classes.  The top two
students from each class period went
up against one another in their grade
levels.  The top five from each grade
level then competed with each other to
see where they would place in the top
ten.  The top ten students from NJHS
(in order) are Fernando Martinez, Eli
Gossett, Tori McKinney, Robert
Johnson, Sky Reese, Tyrekia Wilson,
Nikeria Scales, Joseph Quinto, Aunikah
Williams, and Riley Johnson.

The top ten spellers from NJHS. (Not Pictured: Riley Johnson)

The spelling bee is on Thursday,
January 14th at Arkansas State
University.  The top two students will
compete on this date.  The remaining
students will serve as alternates in the
event that any of the competing
participants cannot attend.

Eli Gossett (left) and Fernando Martinez (right) will represent
NJHS in the Craighead County Spelling Bee on January
14th.

NJHS Raider Happenings
by: Kim Peralta

Creative Media
Nettleton is on a roll this month!

The eighth graders in Mrs. Byrd’s class
are working on their podcast, with help
from Mrs. Bradway. They had a choice to
pick any topic for their podcast. Using the
app Anchor on their iPad made things ten
times easier. Students learned how to
edit, put music, use transitions, and how
to record themselves.

Two students in Creative Media
met  A- State gamers through Google
Meet and talked about their interest in
video games. Other students sat down
and called Megan Brown about Human
Trafficking and interviews her. “I think it’s
cool how we’re doing podcasts and we
get to pick what we want to talk about,”
said former student Lily Orr.

Students Meet with Actor
The seventh graders google met

famous actor, author, and director
Santiago Cirilo from AMC’s The Walking
Dead. During the meeting students were
able to ask questions about Santiago
Cirilo’s career and his experience with
the film industry.

Santiago broke down the writing
process and how to go into research and
gave students tips, too! “Stay Motivated!”
He said telling students to be themselves
and to follow their dreams.

Beautiful Bones
Dia De Los Muertos was just around the

corner and Mrs. Hatchet’s class knew exactly
what to do. Art students painted “Beautiful
Bones’’ for their project! During this process
students learned more about how to grid on
paper and how to enlarge images. Mrs.
Hatchet also taught students how to mix
acrylic paint! Students also learned more
about the Dia De Los Muertos tradition. Dia
De Los Muertos is a Mexican celebration
honoring our ancestors by putting an ofrenda.

Painting by: Sydney Shivers

Painting by: Joel Rose

STEAM/Nasa Downlink
On December 10th, our school supported

Nettleton STEAM as they participated in a live
downlink with NASA astronauts aboard the
International Space Station.  Approximately
250 students at the Junior High witnessed this
historic event for our sister campus.

You can view the recorded version of
the NASA Downlink on Arkansas

PBS.

https://twitter.com/astateesports/status/1327288556017082368?s=21
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=5215254025167062&id=490957724263406
https://www.myarkansaspbs.org/nasa-downlink
https://www.myarkansaspbs.org/nasa-downlink


NJHS New Teacher Profiles
by: Raegan Smith

Part 1 of 2

Amy King is the Nettleton Jr. High
School librarian, starting her 29th year in
education. Before coming to NJHS, Mrs.
King was the librarian at University Heights
Elementary. “I love seeing the students that
were once at UHE all ‘grown up’!” says Mrs.
King when asked what she loves most about
NJHS so far.

Mrs. King has
been married for
29 years with two
daughters (Anna,
junior at ASU, and
Emma, junior in
high school). Mrs.
King’s hobbies
include reading,
traveling, puzzles,
and scrapbooking.

One interesting fact about her is that she has
backpacked across Europe.

Mrs. King first wanted to teach
because both of her parents were educators.
Mrs. King started her career in education as
a teacher, then decided to go back to college
to become a librarian. Her main goal as a
teacher is to provide the perfect book or
resource for a student or teacher.

Thomas Williams teaches 8th grade
Arkansas/US History at NJHS. He has taught
for 33 years. Before NJHS, he taught at
Shelby County Schools in Memphis,
Tennessee. So far, he loves the clean
building, supplies, organization, and
hands-on administration at NJHS.

Mr.
Williams has
been married 31
years to his wife,
Crystal. Mr.
Williams enjoys
working out,
reading, and
gardening. One
interesting fact

about him is that he has travelled to many
countries around the world—some very
remote.

Mr. Williams first wanted to teach
because of his desire to learn more about
history. His main goal as a teacher is to pass
on knowledge in an interesting, engaging
manner.

Tina Long is the NJHS nurse. She has
been a nurse for eleven years, having been
the sub nurse last year.

Mrs. Long
is married to
Brandon Dollar
with three kids
(Ethan, 18; Kyler,
16; and Haylee,
15) and a dog
named Mollie.
Mrs. Long and her
family live in
Paragould. Her
brother is a street
racer on Memphis
Street Outlaws.
Mrs. Long enjoys going to the races, bon
fires, spending time with her family, and
watching her son play football.

So far, Mrs. Long’s favorite thing about
NJHS is the people. She first wanted to
teach because of her love for helping people.
Mrs. Long’s goal as a teacher is to help the
students.

Krystal Phillips teaches 8th grade
science and Pre-AP science at NJHS. This is
her 6th year teaching. Before coming to
NJHS, Ms. Phillips taught at Fox Meadow
School of Creative Media for four years.
Before that, she taught for one year in
Steele, Missouri and taught Jr. High math.
What Ms. Phillips loves most about NJHS is
teaching this age group and that everyone is
so friendly.

Ms. Phillips
wanted to
become a
teacher
because she
had an
amazing 3rd
grade teacher
that inspired
her to follow
in her
teacher’s

footsteps. When asked what her main goal
as a teacher is, Ms. Phillips responded, “My
main goal as a teacher is for my kids to know
that they are loved. Being a teacher isn’t just
to teach them my subject content, but to
teach them about life. I want them to leave
my class not only being more knowledgeable
about science, but to be better young adults
in general.

Ms. Phillips’s family owns an auction
business, so she is usually working auctions
on the weekend. Ms. Phillips went to her first
auction when she was three days old, so
auctions are like her second home. Ms.
Phillips’s eighteen year old brother is a
senior at Greene County Tech and plays
baseball. Ms. Phillips has a dog, a cat, four
horses, and several cows. She enjoys going
to the lake with her family and friends. Ms.
Phillips also loves to race slot cars. (Slot cars
are mini powered cars on a track.) One
interesting fact about Ms. Phillips is that she
saved enough money when she was ten
years old to buy an above ground
pool—which she still has.

Chelsea Young is the 7th grade English
teacher. This is her seventh year teaching.
Before coming to NJHS, Mrs. Young taught
at Trumann Middle School. Mrs. Young’s
favorite thing about NJHS are her amazing
students.

Mrs. Young became a teacher because
she has always loved academics. She thinks
that reading is a vital skill that can change
people’s lives. Literacy and sustained
reading open a lot of doors down the road,
once you’ve left the school behind. Teaching
allows mrs. Young to help students develop a
love of reading that will help them live a life
full of choices. Mrs. Young’s goal as a
teacher is to give her students a voice.

All photos on this page are credited
to Anika Woods.

Mrs. Young
and her
husband have
been married
for ten years.
They have one
daughter
(Scarlotte), one
tuxedo cat
named Catsby,
and one super

sweet dog named Neville. One interesting
fact about Mrs. Young is that her first degree
is in Musical Theater. “This is great because
teaching is 9/10 performative,” comments
Mrs. Young. Mrs. Young still sings frequently
in whatever choirs will take her. She loves to
read, but she’s also a bit of a fashion addict.
(“The bolder, the better!” Mrs. Young adds.)

One thing Mrs. Young would like to
say to the school, “Thank you to the faculty,
staff, and students for making me excited to
come to work every day!”

Wilma
Mckinney
teaches 7th
and 8th grade
students in
Study Hall.
She has taught
for a total of 34
years—twenty
years at
Harrisburg

Public School and fourteen years at the West
Memphis School System. She has taught
reading skills, language arts skills, and math
and science to 4th and 5th graders.

Ms. Mckinney wanted to teach
because when she was in school, a lot of
students were struggling learners. They
needed more one-on-one help because they
didn’t understand the skills that were being
taught. Ms. Mckinney has always felt that all
students can learn and be successful with
the proper resources, even though it may
take more time at their pace. “The light can
shine all over their faces when they reach
success,” says Ms. Mckinney. Her main goal
as a teacher is to instill in students that they
should always try, be all they can be, learn
as much as they can, and to help someone
else to be a beacon of life as they travel
through this long life journey. Ms. Mckinney
also teaches her students that they should
always do what is right because someone
else may be following the example that you
set.

When asked what she loves most
about NJHS, Ms. Mckinney answered, “I love
the warm atmosphere that NJHS reflects and
the feeling of a close knit family. Everyone
makes you feel welcome with a lot of happy
smiles.”

One interesting fact about Ms.
Mckinney is that she is a “neat nerd”. She
likes organization in whatever she does.
Another interesting fact is that Ms. Mckinney
has beta tetra fish. Some hobbies of Ms.
Mckinney include gardening and
occasionally taking sewing classes.



Opinion Page

Editorial Cartoon created by: Corey Laden

Election Editorial News
by: Rikki Gramling

This year's election was one for the books, literally, and the
outcome was one that angered and excited different people with different
political standpoints.  With Biden being assumed the new President of the
United States, Trump has been calling for recounts. Many states have
recounted their votes, checking for accuracy. The transition in and out of
office has been rough for both parties. Trump has gone on record, saying
that he “refuses to step down as president”, according to CNN.

Concerning the Biden-Harris administration, they have made it
clear that they plan to move into office as soon as possible, and that the
prior president will be forced to step down if he doesn’t do so peacefully.
Continuing the news coverage of the election has been slow, with a lot of
the coverage consisting of social media battles between the political
parties. Many citizens have taken to social media, expressing their
feelings towards the election through memes and jokes. For example, a
song by T.I., “Whatever You Like”, has blown up in the past month, due
to teens saying it sounds like he’s saying “Want Joe Biden, Need Joe
Biden.” Biden used this to his advantage, using the song at a rally for his
supporters.

Editorial Cartoon created by: Gabby Plata

As this year’s election cycle has continued, one of the final steps
is the official electoral college vote tabulation. Each state gathers their
electors and federal law requires them to “meet and give their votes on
the first Monday after the second Wednesday in December” which was
Monday, December 14th.  Joe Bided received 306 electoral votes and
Donald Trump received 232 electoral votes which clinched the
Presidential win for Joe Biden.

Lastly, the presidential inauguration is something that could be
very interesting. Moving out of the office hasn’t been something Trump
seems to want to comment on further than saying he doesn’t plan to do
so. His own supporters and administration have tried to make it clear to
him that if he does this, it will hurt his reputation and it will be deemed
unconstitutional. Throughout history, there have been instances where a
president doesn’t want to step down, but it was always done anyways.  In
addition, the Congress will meet January 6, 2021 for the final
determination and counting of electoral votes.

The Spear will update you in January with more news on the
Presidential Election and Inauguration.

Editorial Cartoon created by: Beau Anderson Editorial Cartoon created by: Gabby Plata

https://www.cnn.com/2020/11/10/politics/donald-trump-transition-biden-block/index.html
https://www.insider.com/tiktok-meme-whatever-you-like-ti-joe-biden-lyrics-election-2020-11
https://www.insider.com/tiktok-meme-whatever-you-like-ti-joe-biden-lyrics-election-2020-11
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/interactive/2020/electoral-college-vote-tracker/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/12/07/politics/electoral-college-vote-timeline/index.html


Isabella Devereux- Anxiety

Abby Gage- Profile of Jeffrey Dahmer

Views expressed in student podcasts do not necessarily reflect the views
of Nettleton Public Schools or The Spear Publications Staff.

Appropriate student expression is always encouraged in the district
and in our student publications.

Rikki Gramling- Sad Boy Hour

Aunikah Williams- Teen Girl Issues

Billie Eilish
By: Amy Calderon

Deathrace for Love
JuiceWRLD

By: James Harold III

The Hunger Games
By Suzanne Collins

By: Kaylee Brown

I think Billie Eilish is talented and one of the
biggest music sensations of all time. She started
making her own music at the age of 16. Her
brother, Finneas O'Connell is known for writing

songs for artists,
including Billie. The
song was actually
written for a recital
for her dance
teacher. She ended
up making more
songs like My
Future and number
one hit at top 100

billboard, Bad Guy.

Photo Source: Wikipedia

Billie actually started out on SoundCloud.

She started getting a lot of attention in 2015, when

she uploaded her song “Ocean Eyes.” She then

released her debut EP, Don’t Smile at Me in 2017. It

reached the top 15 in the US, UK, Canada, and

Australia. Her studio album “When We All Fall

Asleep, Where Do We Go?” debuted across the

Billboard 200 and was also one of the best-selling

albums in 2019. She was announced in January of

2020 as the performer for the James Bond

franchise “No Time to Die”, written and produced

by her brother. She was the youngest artist to

perform a song for a James Bond movie.

You can find her music/albums in the

following places: Youtube, Spotify, Apple Music,

iHeartRadio, Deezer, and Pandora.

“Deathrace for Love” is a 22 song album by
Juice WRLD, made of rap, R&B, and hip-hop,
it focuses on gaining and losing love and loved
ones. Juice WRLD does a great job showing
and expressing how he feels, and why. Some
people who have lost relationships may be
able to relate with some of his songs. One of
his songs, “Robbery”, expresses how his
fiancé left him because she found another guy.
The music video includes his fiancé getting
married to another person. Most people will
enjoy listening to this album, the beat drops,
and the beat overall is excellent. The vocals
are great, they surpass most male singers,
and even some female artists. Overall, the
album is great. The full album is not on the
original YouTube. You have to go to YouTube
Music and you will find the full album. It is also
available on SoundCloud, Pandora, Spotify,
and iTunes.

Photo Source: Wikipedia

The Hunger Games is an astounding book.
This book is about a girl who grew up in the
worst district of a dystopian society called
Panem. Katniss Everden is an archer who
illegally hunts in the woods surrounding her
district to sustain her family. For the past 74
years since the failed attempt of a revolution,
Panem has done “The Hunger Games”. The
Hunger Games is a competition where two
tributes, one girl and one boy, from each of the
12 districts have to survive a horrible
environment while they fight until there is only
one tribute remaining. The tributes are chosen
on reaping day where a representative from
the capital draws the names of the two tributes
that would participate in the games.

Katniss is content on making sure her
sister, Prim, is not chosen. So when Prim’s
name is called she didn’t hesitate to take her
place. So Katniss and the male tribute, Peeta,
must try to survive the demanding capital and
later the dangers of the Hunger Games. In
order to stay alive they put on the show-or so
she thought-that they were star-crossed lovers.
The captivated sponsors helped keep them
alive.

But who would be the victor?

There can be only one. May the odds be ever
in your favor.

Graphic Designed by: Kaylee Brown

Students: Click the graphic to reserve the
book at the NJHS Library!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jY9VX8rWAsQc-sHyVm3ORTtkcd1ry1wv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qYAAgsW3OdItXvVpR5GL_3XqggqRQZy5/view?usp=sharing
https://anchor.fm/rikki-gramling/episodes/no-cap-sad-boy-hours-emipbc/a-a3srp37
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DHiVs7x0VkNplCO3oXXEATVs7h3WEHi6/view?usp=sharing
https://nettleton.booksys.net/opac/njhs/index.html#search:ExpertSearch?view=Bibliographic&ST0=Z&SortDescend=0&SF0=hunger%20games&timestamp=1607532921089


The Staff of The Spear would like to
wish everyone a happy new year and

remind you to stay safe during the winter
holiday season!  See you on January 4th,

2021!


