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A Day in the Life of a Quarantined 
Student 

by: James Harold III 
 

The Experience of James Harold IV (Semaj): 
“I was upset,” were the words of James         

when asked about when he first knew that he         
had contact with COVID. He had just finished        
lunch, and was called to the office for checkout.         
Everyone within six feet of the person with        
COVID went home.  

As soon as he was picked up, his mom was           
notified that he was in contact with COVID.        
Then his dad told him what he was not able to           
give hugs, and what he was required to do,         
where he was required to sit, where he was to          
spend his time, and to have a mask on unless          
eating, drinking, riding in the car with the        
windows down, outside, or in his room and bed.  

When he got home, he went to his room          
with his mask on, set his backpack down, got in          
his bed, and started doing his work on his iPad.          
He had to face the fact that he would be in           
quarantine for the next two weeks. When he        
was in the car, he’d always ask to have the          
windows down, if his parents said no, five        
seconds later you’d hear it again, he’d ask until         
they said yes. If he asked too much, my         
brothers and I would get annoyed. 

While at home, he often got bored and         
wanted to play some kind of ball for one; to          
take off his mask, of course; and two he wanted          
to have some kind of fun besides watching the         
limited amount of cartoons on his iPad. He        
wasn’t allowed to have friends over and neither        
were his brothers. 

I asked James if he had fun while in          
quarantine, and he said “No! School is no fun         
until you have to be in quarantine.” Being in         
quarantine affected the whole family. There      
were less things to do, less places to go, and          
less fun to enjoy. We had to change the night          
routine from everyone saying goodnight, and      
we even had to go as far as excluding him from           
being grouped for the goodnight prayer. He       
had to stand in the hallway and listen from         
there. He probably felt lonely, but we all had to          
play a part in staying safe and healthy. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
How do family members respond 
when a loved one is quarantined 

by: James Harold III 

 

The following are accounts of the experiences       
of James Harold IV’s family members during       
his recent two-week quarantine due to a close        
contact exposure. 

James Harold III (Brother): 
Taking in the fact that your own brother was in 
quarantine was difficult for me, and it made me 
worried.  It was surely one of the most nerve 
racking things that can happen.  It will show 
you how serious the COVID is, and the reality 
that you are in.  It’s not a fantasy--it’s a real 
world, nothing you can do will change that. 
“Know that your entire household could get 
infected, well, it’s kind of scary,” I said.  

Krystle Harold (Mom): 
“I trusted God to keep him safe, but I was a 
little concerned about helping him with virtual 
school,” were the words of his mom when 
questioned about when she knew her son was 
in quarantine.  She felt bad for him having to 
miss going to school and for the student who 
had COVID.  She says about COVID, “It’s very 
real.  We’ve had family members passing 
away.  I also appreciate the school for being 
proactive.” 

James Harold (Dad): 
He was scared, terrified, and freaked out. 
When asked about his response when he was 
notified of the quarantine, he said “My heart 
went out for my son, and I got tense.”  Then he 
said that he prayed, “Lord, you are sovereign.” 
He says, “The COVID is the people’s enemy.  I 
don’t like the COVID, it’s taking people’s lives, 
and it makes me think twice about going to the 
store.  I wish it would go away and never 
return.  

James Harold V (brother/Zion): 
“I thought Semaj had COVID,” he said.  He 
thought it was a joke and thought he was 
faking it until his father told him otherwise.  He 
felt scared to know that his brother was a 
potential COVID carrier. 

Editorial 
The views, opinions, and positions expressed by the authors 

are theirs  alone, and do not necessarily reflect the views, 
opinions, and positions of The Spear staff or Nettleton Public 

Schools. 
By: Rikki Gramling

 

Daily life has been altered majorly due to a          
new strand of disease, Covid-19, and our       
county isn’t going unaffected in any way. We        
all look around in our classrooms and see that         
some of our peers aren’t around. Instead of        
thinking “Oh, they’re just a little sick, they’ll        
be back tomorrow”, we now think “What if        
they have Corona? What if I’ve been       
exposed?”. This will become the mindset for us        
and future generations to come. In our county,        
the most recent record of cases, as of October         
21, 2020, was 1,155. This isn’t counting those        
who probably have Covid-19 and haven’t been       
tested. 

Continuing on, testing is a big part of the          
whole Covid-19 issue. There are many types of        
testing, but a new method, called rapid testing,        
is becoming popular. These tests have been       
proven to be inaccurate in many cases, and        
doctors do not trust them. CDC suggests that        
you get tested the traditional way, and       
quarantine while you wait for your results (if        
you show symptoms).  
     To prevent these cases from being 
contracted and spreading like a wildfire, the 
simplest and most useful thing you can do is 
wear your face mask. This isn’t especially 
meant to protect you, but more so the others 
around you. The mask catches the traces, 
allowing your breath to come out somewhat 
filtered. If you come to school without a mask, 
there are some in the office, or nurse’s office. 
Another way to be considerate and safe is to 
wash and sanitize your hands. Sanitizer is 
located all over the building, inside classrooms, 
in the cafeteria, nurses office, etc. Sinks are 
located in the bathrooms to wash your hands.  
     As we go through the days with these new 
changes, the least you can do is protect those 
around you, stay cautious, and stay safe. This 
includes staying 6 feet apart whenever 
possible. In the hallways, try to keep in your 
own space. This is hard, but possible in many 
instances.  

Mask up, Raiders! Covid-19 isn’t the 
end of our school community. 

 

 

Our school was fortunate enough to 
get water bottling filling stations this 
year.  Standard water fountains are 
not safe to use during the pandemic.  
Photo by Mrs. Bradway 

A 7th grade student in Mrs. Darnell’s 
class works on his iPad.  All 
students have an iPad that they take 
home each night in case of sickness 
or quarantine.  
Photo by: Mrs. Bradway 

 

Nettleton School District encourages 
students to be a hero by practicing safe 
COVID procedures. Photo by Mrs. Bradway 



 

 
 
 

 

Dealing with COVID-19 Response 
by: Kaylee Brown and Amy Calderon 

 

Mrs. Kathy Byrd, teacher at Nettleton Junior High School, wipes 
down a table in between classes, a new procedure due to 
COVID-19 precautions.  
Photo by Anika Woods 

         This year our community has been given many challenges for us to overcome. We’ve had 
to deal with the effects COVID-19 have had on all of our lives. But despite the challenges our 
community are facing, we have found ways to do things like open schools, stores, restaurants, 
and the occasional community activity.  
 

To open schools we have to follow certain guidelines to keep all of us safe. All students 
and staff members are required to wear masks. Mrs. Otto, the 8th grade English teacher, is 
asked for her opinion on this, she says “I think that masks are very important when it comes to 
protecting the teachers and the students from coronavirus. They may not be a perfect solution 
but they absolutely help to lessen our risk of getting the virus”. If you need a mask you can get 
one at the office, and try to stay six feet apart from one another. They also are required to have 
hand sanitizer at all entrances and exits. Water fountains are also not able to be used, unless 
you have a water bottle that needs to be filled. The desks and seating charts are arranged to 
best distance ourselves from one another. The seating charts are also there to help find who 
needs to be quarantined if a student has come in contact with COVID-19. During lunch, students 
are allowed to take off their masks to eat but must wear their masks before they get their food 
and after they eat. The school can serve lunch, but things like salad bars, buffets, and condiment 
bars are not allowed. Lunch tables must be 10 feet apart and 3-4 kids at a table. Just like in 
class, you have assigned seating in lunch, so if someone gets COVID we know who they were 
around.  
 

Avery Sample, student at Nettleton Junior High, works on 
assignments on her school issued iPad.  As part of the COVID 19 
preparations, all students were issued school owned devices to 
use both onsite and digitally. 
Photo by Anika Woods 
 

Students must use bell covers on their instruments.  Kyle Brown, 
7th  grade band member is taking necessary precautions. 
Photo by Kaylee Brown 

 

Infographic created by Kaylee Brown 
For band and choir there are different regulations. In band, for all instrument players,               

excluding flute and percussion, you must wear a mask with a slit in it for your mouthpiece. The                  
instruments that have a bell have to have a bell cover, since a small amount of air comes out of                    
the bell. Band students are allowed to play for 30 minutes, while still following social distancing                
regulation. Once that 30 minutes of practice has passed by, they have to vacate the room to let                  
the air circulate the room for 20 minutes. When asked how he feels about these regulations Mr.                 
Brinkle, the band director, said “I’m very happy to do any mandates there are in place to make                  
sure, number one kids are safe and number two we get to have band everyday”. Most events like                  
school dances, field trips, concerts, and competitions have been cancelled due to COVID-19.             
The only events that are currently open are the football games. When you go to a football game,                  
there are still precautions you have to take such as wearing a mask, social distancing, and you                 
have to buy the tickets prior to the game.  

 
Starting October 7 to the end of the fall semester, every Wednesday will be “flex day” and 

the class periods are cut back to 30 minutes so the teachers have time for onsite and online 
lesson plans. Students will leave at 12:00, and if students don’t participate in the early dismissal 
they will be given assignments on their iPads until 3:00. 

 
  

 



 

 
 

 

Movie Review: Live Action Mulan 
By: Kim Peralta 

The new Mulan live action is out! Although it's only streaming for additional costs on Disney+, Amazon, Vudu, 
and Fandango, it is definitely worth watching. Currently you can purchase early viewing access for $29.99, but on 
December 4th, this film will be available to all subscribers of Disney+.  For those who have never seen the animated 
screenplay of Mulan, Mulan (Liu Yifie) is a young maiden who disguises herself to fight in war for her father, now that 
he has no sons. The director decided to turn it into a historical fiction drama, rather than a musical. It’s still very 
well-made.  

The movie Mulan shows respect to the Chinese public and culture and traditions. The movie is somewhat 
more realistic than the animated version, which is why they have removed a few characters and scenes to not show 
disrespect to beliefs.  For instance, the character of Mushu has been removed and the musical songs have been 
modified to instrumental scores unlike previous live action versions of previously animated Disney films. The sound 
effects and the soundtrack were delightfully pleasing. It wasn’t annoying or throwing the scene off, it actually fit just 
right. The music actually made the scenes more suspenseful and understanding of what emotions the characters are 
feeling.  

The screenplay writer did an outstanding job with Mulan’s story line. They showed us that companionships 
exist and develop and that just because there is a female lead in a Disney movie doesn’t mean that she has to change 
for someone or “Prince Charming” but to grow for herself and her family as a strong person. That’s another beautiful 
thing about this movie. It shows devotion to family. To always stay “loyal, brave, and true” to yourself and to others. 
The movie guides people to become  leaders and to set an example to others.  “A leader becomes legend”. 

Photo Credit: The Walt Disney Company 

Lady Raider Basketball- Great 
Season Ahead 
By: Rikki Gramling 

Local Election News: It’s Not Just 
About the Office of President 

By: Amy Calderon 

States to Win: A look at how key 
states and their voters can 

determine the 2020 Presidential 
Election 

By: Rikki Gramling 

 

 
     The first game of the Lady Raiders 
season is coming up on November 9, and 
the Jr. Lady Raiders are working hard both 
on and off the court for a great season.The 
new season will not disappoint, and they 
will hold true to this statement. With the 
loss of the last game in the prior season, 
they have a fire burning to outsmart and 
outplay their opponents. The ninth graders 
are a force to be reckoned with, and the 
8th and 7th grade teams are rising up in 
their ability. “I feel like we have a chance at 
being really successful this year,” Zuri 
Young, 8th grade player, replied when 
asked how she thought the season would 
turn out. In practice, running is always 
happening somehow, and shots are being 
made repetitively. The ladies don’t stop 
because of exhaustion, they pull through. 

 
     Coach Wright and Coach Livingston are 
pushing the ladies to the limit, and it will be 
worthwhile. “I think we have a chance for a 
very good season, and we work hard 
everyday,” Coach Wright stated. “We have 
a lot of girls that do stuff right and want to 
be good.” 

  

 
  
 This election is 

very important to 
everyone. They 
help determine 
who will be helping 
the local, state, 
and federal 
government. This 

year’s election is different from all of the other 
elections we’ve had, due to COVID-19 
restrictions. This year, you had an option to go 
outside to a polling station, while following the 
mask procedures and social distancing. The 
second option was to vote by mail, if you didn’t 
feel comfortable going outside. 
     We have many candidates, with 2 of them 
being part of the Democratic Party and the 
Republican Party. Our Democratic candidate is 
former vice-president, Joe Biden. The 
Republican candidate is current president, 
Donald Trump. While these 2 people are the 
main candidates, there are 1,214 other 
candidates that are part of Independent 
parties. Some of these candidates are Kanye 
West, Jade Simmons, Howie Hawkins, and Jo 
Jorgenson. Jo Jorgenson is well known for 
running for president since 1992 (eight years). 
Kanye West is well known for being a 
supporter of Trump, producing music, and 
being the spouse of Kim Kardashian-West.  
     While we need to help choose who we want 
in the federal offices, our local government is 
just as important. For Jonesboro, we have 3 
main candidates, 1 being part of the 
Democratic Party. The other 2 candidates are 
part of an optional or independent party. The 
Democratic candidate is a former member of 
the Arkansas House of Representatives, 
Harold Copenhaver. The independent 
candidates are Director of St. Bernards Sports 
Medicine, Andy Shatley and working in tree 
service, Thomas Elwood. Copenhaver has 
stated that he wants to make the city of 
Jonesboro more appealing to future 
generations.  
      In addition to the mayoral race, we have 
four City Council positions that are up for 
election.  All are position 2 in each of the 
following wards: Ward 1 candidates are Emma 
Agnew, Teresa Beck, Brian Emison, Brandon 
Hogan; Ward 3 candidates are Linda Denny 

     Donald J. Trump has been our 
president for the past four years, and as 
we all know, after one term, there must be 
another election. The final candidates 
running in the election have come down to 
Trump and Joe Biden, who ran in 2008 for 
the democratic party, but failed because 
Obama was the one most people chose. 
Biden and Trump have not had the best 
relations concerning debates, with new 
rules being put in place because of the first 
one. Due to their differing opinions, parties, 
and beliefs, these two men have voters 
split. As it turns out though, with the 
projected estimate of people voting this 
year, 62% of Americans are expected to 
vote, according to FOX News. This would 
make this election to have the largest 
number of people to vote in about a 
century. 

Click the Map or Visit the QR 
code using your phone on your camera.  

 

 
     As of the last debate, Trump will have 
to win over additional voters to get ahead 
of Biden. Biden is leading in polls in the 
states that follow: California, Oregon, 
Washington, New Mexico, Illinois, among 
others. This is according to a poll 
conducted and studied by researchers at 
CNN. Trump is leading in almost every 
other state. Toss up states, or swing 
states, are another story when it comes to 
electoral college votes. These votes were 
being won over in the last debate. 
     Understanding that the last debate will 
probably be the freshest in people's minds 

The above image comes from the website 
www.270towin.com.  This website allows you to modify 
different states in order to see how they could affect the 
outcome of the Presidential Election.  Use the QR code to 
access the page and create your own Election scenario. 

http://www.270towin.com/
http://www.270towin.com/


 

Make sure you support your Raider 
basketball teams this season, even with 
the new restrictions. Supporting in 
fundraisers that come along would be a 
great way to help the team out, along with 
coming to games. The new restrictions 
only allow for so many people to be in the 
gym, and you must have your mask on at 
all times. After the players’ families buy 
their tickets, whatever is left over may be 
purchased by students. Remember to 
bring your mask and follow all of the 
posted safety guidance.  This is no reason 
not to come though, the Lady Raiders are 
sure to put on a show, and there will never 
be a dull moment in their games. 

and Chris Gibson; Ward 5 candidates are 
Phillip Glover and Joe Hafner; Ward 6 
candidates are Larry Hagar and David 
McClain.  The city of Jonesboro will also be 
selecting a new city clerk from the following 
candidates: Linda Allison, April Leggett, Stan 
Mitchell. 
 There are also four 

measures on the ballot 
dealing with petition 
signatures, sales tax, term 
limits, and defining 
optometry as well as some 
state positions. Use 

www.ballotready.org to determine who and 
what is on the ballot for your address. 
 

when they go to vote, Trump's main job 
was to trip up Joe Biden, or else he has a 
large chance of losing this election. Biden’s 
main goal was to hold up his lead, keep 
himself calm and collected, and not fall for 
whatever Trump had up his sleeve. This 
year's election will be one for the books, 
especially considering how much 
Americans are torn over the candidates. 

http://www.ballotready.org/

