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Dia de los Muertos
By: NJHS Art Teacher, Rayven Hatchett

Students were taught the grid technique which 

involves placing a grid over your reference photo, 

and then creating a larger grid for the art.  Artists 

then draw the art one grid square at a time until 

the work is complete.  They also focused on using 

acrylic paint.  Prior to starting their art students 

learning about Dia de los Muertos.  

Artwork by Sydney 
Shivers

Artwork byJoel Rose



Dia de los Muertos
By: Kim Peralta

Dia De Los Muertos is a Mexican tradition where families unite to honor their 
ancestors. Although the word ‘dead’ is on the name, families actually celebrate life! 
This celebration takes from October 28th to November 2nd. Traditionally, families 
put an ofrenda. An ofrenda is a home altar displayed with picture frames of what 
were once loved family members (even pets). On the Ofrenda, we place our 
ancestor’s favorite food or drinks because we believe that traditionally during the 
days of November first and second, our ancestors come to our ofrenda and just 
enjoy our gift. During the celebration, people in Mexico decorate the tombstones of 
their families at the cemetery. An important symbol of Dia De Los Muertos is the 
“cempasuchil” flower. In Mexico, people celebrate by doing festivals filled with dancing 
and music! Everything is filled with joy! 

Photographs of Stefanya 
Aldana’s family’s ofenda. 



Artwork by Danna 
Garcia

Artwork by Keira 
Coram

Artwork by Annabella 
Provow

Artwork by Bailey 
Taylor



Artwork by Lily OrrArtwork by Shamar 
Copeland

Artwork by Reagan 
Nelson

Artwork by 
Benjamin Elugbe



Shouldn’t
By Rikki Gramling

The skin covering others
Shouldn’t influence your thoughts
Shouldn't be ignored, nor addressed inappropriately
Shouldn’t be reasoning for violence
The skin covering others is colorful and perfect.

The opinions of others
Shouldn’t decide your relationship with them
Shouldn’t offend you
Shouldn’t be reasoning for them to be ridiculed
The opinions of others are valid.

The religion of others
Shouldn’t start wars
Shouldn’t stereotype them
Shouldn’t be reasoning for discrimination
The religion of others is none of your business.

The sexuality of others
Shouldn’t be debated
Shouldn’t be declared wrong
Shouldn’t be reasoning for hate crimes
The sexuality of others isn’t your “decision” to make.

The words you put out in the world
Last forever through vibrations
Make sure the vibrationations you emit
Are worth being remembered for.

Cover Art by: Xadie Hogan

If you are interested in 
having your creative 

work published, 
please email Mrs. 

Bradway 
(heather.bradway@net
tletonschools.net) for 

more information!
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Mandala Artwork by:
Amy Calderon

Mandala Essay by:
James Harold III

Mandalas are a key feature of the Asian culture.  Each 

one has its own separate meaning.  This can be depicted 

by color and symbols.  Mandalas also date all the way 

back to the times of Siddhartha Guatama, otherwise 

known as the founder of Buddhism.  Most mandalas have 

a depiction of Siddhartha Guatama’s mind in abstract 

form.  Many include the Lotus flower.  This represents 

balance because of the symmetry of the Lotus.  



Double-sided
By: Xadie Hogan

Thoril
By: Akiya Evans

On the inside is another story
I can be bold and outspoken 

Inside I am free to be me
On the inside there is no rejection

I wish I had more motivation
To be who I want to be

I wish I could stop this self 
isolation

And set my true self free

To me there is two sides
Sometimes I’m loud

Others I’m shy
But I’m always drowning in 

self-doubt 

Around others I’m quiet and shy
It may not look like it

But I struggle to even say hi
Because I’ve never been 

appreciated 



Clockwise from top Left:
 Gabby Plata

Mariah Huynh
Corey Laden 

Makenzie Huynh
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Essay by Keith Dungog

Wonders of the 
Philippines

Culture

The Philippines is a country 
that has varied cultural 
influences. Most of these 
influences are results of 
previous colonization, deriving 
mainly from the culture of 
Spain and the United States. 
Despite all of these influences, 
the old Asian culture of 
Filipinos has been retained 
and are clearly seen in their 
way of life, beliefs and 
customs. Wherever you go, 
Filipino culture is very evident 
and has largely been 
appreciated and even 
applauded in many parts of 
the world

Sinulog Festival

For 32 years, the Sinulog 
Festival is a traditional 
celebration in Cebu City held 
every third Sunday of 
January to honor the Santo 
Niño (Child Jesus). Basically, 
the festival is done by a 
dance ritual, in which it tells 
the story of the Filipino 
people’s pagan past and 
their acceptance of 
Christianity. The word 
“Sinulog” means “graceful 
dance”, wherein it all started 
in 1980 with a simple dance 
that represents the “sulog” 
(or current) of a river in 
Cebu.

The festival is considered to 
be first of the most popular 
festivals in the Philippines, 
with every celebration of the 
festival routinely attracting 
around 1 to 2 million people 
from all over the Philippines 
every year.

Artistic Rendering of 
the Borucay Beach 
by: Reagan Nelson



Essay by Keith Dungog
It’s More Fun in the Philippines

There are 7,641 Islands to Choose from.

The beaches and islands are, certainly, one 
of the most convincing reasons why you 
should visit the Philippines. The country 
has been known internationally because of 
its pristine beaches. Boracay tops the list. 
Many people all over the world drool to go 
on a trip to this island. 

Boracay is famous for its fine white sand 
and now, clear blue waters, party scene, 
and amazing water activities.

Then there goes Palawan. You can either 
go to Coron where great diving spots and 
lagoons are or El Nido where you can just 
enjoy the chill ambiance of the place. With 
all these being said, the country’s tourism 
slogan is true. It’s more fun in the 
Philippines because you’ll never run out of 
things to do. You will fall in love with the 
people and every spot in the country. You 
can come to the Philippines for the 
beaches, but what you’ll get is so much 
more.

The Philippines may not be the richest 
country in the world or may not have the 
highest standard of living yet. Still, the 
Filipino people are very rich to have good 
qualities and breathtaking places that spell 
genuine happiness.

Wonders of the 
Philippines

If you are interested in 
having your creative 

work published, please 
email Mrs. Bradway 

(heather.bradway@nettl
etonschools.net) for 
more information!

Above photo:
Valladolid City 
Beach, 
Philippines
Left Photo:
One of the falls 
in Mumbukal 
Resort, 
Philippines
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